Nonsurgical correction for thrombosis of a St. Jude Medical tricuspid prosthesis: report of a case.
A 43-year-old woman with rheumatic heart disease underwent replacement of the aortic, mitral, and tricuspid valves using three SJM prostheses. Despite adequate warfarin therapy, routine cineradiography performed on the 40th postoperative day showed one of the leaflets of the tricuspid prosthesis to be "stuck" in the semiclosing position. A thrombosis of the tricuspid prosthesis was successfully treated with a urokinase infusion and mechanical thrombolysis using a pacemaker, following which normal valve function was restored.